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ANALYSIS OF MODELS OF AN AUTOMATIC POWER 

CONTROL SYSTEM FOR A PRESSURIZED WATER 

REACTOR IN DYNAMIC MODE WITH A CHANGE

IN THE STATIC CONTROL PROGRAM
В. Ватаман, Т. Петік, К. Беглов. Аналіз моделей АСР потужності ВВЕР-1000 в динамічному режимі при зміні статичної 

програми регулювання. Процес декарбонізації промисловості посилився рішенням про внесення атомної енергетики до “Зеленої 
таксономії ЄС”. Збільшення потужності АЕС та привабливості цієї галузі на тривалий термін викликає інтерес до використання 
АЕС для диспетчеризації електроенергії. У такий спосіб стає актуальною розробка АСР зміни потужності АЕС у динамічних 
режимах. Енерговиділення по висоті активної зони реактора під дією коливань ксенону є однією з проблем при забезпеченні 
безпечної експлуатації та стійкості енергоблоку АЕС при зміні рівня потужності. Порушення критеріїв безпеки енерговиділення 
відбувається, коли в активній зоні виникають нестаціонарні перехідні ксенонові процеси з позитивним зворотним зв’язком. 
У межах теорії автоматичного управління моделювання системи та об’єкта управління складається на основі використання фізико-
математичних моделей. Визначаються передавальні функції, структура і параметри системи управління. Як альтернатива 
пропонується використовувати апроксимуючу модель процесу в активній зоні. Модель представляється на основі перетворень 
таким чином, щоб результати розрахунку на деякому проміжку збігалися або були близькі до результатів розрахунку при 
використанні аналітичної моделі. Така модель може апроксимувати процес, який залежить від двох параметрів: часу та ступеня 
зміни навантаження. Було проаналізовано результати зміни регулювання технологічних параметрів системою автоматизованого 
керування потужністю ЯЕУ в динамічному режимі в модель якої закладено апроксимаційну або фізико-математичну модель. 
Результати зміни параметрів отримано на прикладі співставлення результатів при переході керування від одної статичної програми 
до іншої. Було досліджено перемикання між статичними програмами регулювання за такими технологічними параметри, як 
температура теплоносія при вході в активну зону реактора, середня температура теплоносія та тиск пари в II-му контурі. При 
знижені потужності реактору до 80 % при роботі однієї програми регулювання та збільшувалася до 100% потужності при 
зворотному використанні іншої статичної програми.

Ключові слова: АСР, статична програма регулювання, активна зона ЯЕУ, апроксимаційна модель, фізико-математична
модель

V. Vataman, T. Petik, K. Beglov. Analysis of models of an automatic power control system for a pressurized water reactor in 
dynamic mode with a change in the static control program. The process of decarbonization of the industry was intensified by the decision 
to include nuclear energy in the EU Green Taxonomy. The increase in the capacity of nuclear power plants and the attractiveness of this 
industry for a long time causes interest in the use of nuclear power plants for electricity dispatching. Thus, the development of an automatic 
control system for changing the power of nuclear power plants in dynamic modes becomes relevant. The energy release along the height of 
the reactor core under the action of xenon fluctuations is one of the problems in ensuring the safe operation and stability of the NPP power 
unit when the power level changes. Violation of the energy release safety criteria occurs when non-stationary transient xenon processes with 
positive feedback occur in the core. Within the framework of the automatic control theory, the modeling of the system and the control object 
is compiled on the basis of the use of physical and mathematical models. Transfer functions, structure and parameters of the control system 
are determined. As an alternative, it is proposed to use an approximation model of the process in the core. The model is presented on the 
basis of transformations in such a way that the results of the calculation on a certain interval coincide or are close to the results of the 
calculation when using the analytical model. Such a model can approximate a process that depends on two parameters: time and degree of 
load change. The results of changing the regulation of technological parameters by the automated power control system of nuclear power unit 
in dynamic mode, the model of which is based on an approximation or physical and mathematical model, were analyzed. The results of 
changing the parameters are obtained by comparing the results during the transition of control from one static program to another. Switching 
between static control programs was studied for such process parameters as coolant temperature at the entrance to the reactor core, average 
coolant temperature and steam pressure in the secondary circuit. The studies were carried out under the condition that the reactor power was 
reduced to 80 % during the operation of one control program and increased to 100% of the power when another static program was used in 
reverse.

Keywords: ACS, static control program, nuclear power unit core, approximation model, physical and mathematical model
 
1. Introduction 
The philosophy of decarbonization of industry in the industrialized countries, and in particular of 

modern energy, has led to the ever-increasing use of renewable energy sources to meet the demand for 
energy products of energy systems. Currently, wind and solar generation devices are mainly used as 



ISSN 2076-2429 (print) Proceedings of Odessa Polytechnic University, Issue 1(67), 2023 ISSN 2223-3814 (online)   

  
INFORMACION TECHNOLOGY. AUTOMATION 

61 

them. With the growth of their share, the problem of dispatching energy flows becomes more acute. 
One of the ways to solve it in the future is the use of hydrogen energy. 

One of the locomotives of the process of decarbonization of industry are the countries of the Eu-
ropean Union. They have a high percentage of renewable energy sources. Nevertheless, recently there 
has been an increase (several times) in their imports of electricity from third countries. Against this 
backdrop, the European Commission has decided to include nuclear power and natural gas in the EU 
Green Taxonomy. It is a classification of environmentally sound activities for investors. With all the 
restrictions imposed by this decision, the possibilities of stabilizing the operation of the power system 
are expanding. 

A distinctive feature of “atomic” generation is the duration of the process of controlled change in 
the reactor power. At the moment, this makes it difficult or even excludes the possibility of using the 
electricity of nuclear power plants (NPPs) to solve dispatching problems. Significant installed capacity 
of nuclear power plants, increasing long-term attractiveness in this industry for investors give rise to 
interest in using the capacity of nuclear reactors for dispatching electricity flows. Thus, the develop-
ment of automatic control system (ACS) for changing the power of reactors is relevant. 

2. Literature analysis and problem statement 
The state of energy release of the core as a control object is well represented by the reactivity value 

and, as a result, its change.  Usually, rapid changes in reactivity, which include processes that determine 
changes in reactor power, temperature of the first circuit coolant, and non-stationary changes in the con-
centration of toxic substances in the fuel, are taken into account in order to take into account the change 
in the power of the reactor installation. In case of external influence on the active zone of the reactor in 
order to change its energy release, an unsteady concentration of 135Xe begins to form. This element caus-
es changes in the distribution of energy release along the height of the core. The reactivity value takes a 
negative or positive value. This phenomenon is called “xenon oscillations”. 

Periodic redistribution of energy release along the height of the reactor core under the action of 
xenon oscillations is one of the key problems in ensuring the safe operation and stability of the power 
unit with pressurized water reactor (PWR) when the power level changes. Violation of safety criteria 
during energy release usually occurs when non-stationary xenon transients with positive feedback ap-
pear in the active zone [1]. After the reactor start-up, it takes 12 hours to reach the equilibrium concen-
tration of 135Xe at 0.99, and about 18 days are required to reach the equilibrium concentration of sa-
marium at 0.99. The oscillation amplitude of the xenon process is almost an order of magnitude higher 
than that of the samarium process. Changes in the 149Sm concentration are comparable in time scale, 
rate of influence on reactivity with the process of nuclear fuel burnup, and do not affect the stability of 
energy distribution in the core. It is shown in the literature [2] that the change in reactivity due to xen-
on transient processes is decisive in terms of the degree of influence on safety and is considered sepa-
rately from samarium and regardless of the process of fuel burnup. 

The current regulation of the power plant with pressurized water reactor allows its operation in 
the mode of power stabilization from current disturbances at a given level with a deviation of 2.5% in 
any direction, but not more than the design power. Therefore, the physical and technical basis of the 
existing methods for controlling the core power is to change the power level of the core with the un-
conditional fulfillment of safety criteria. 

Changing the power level in excess of the specified range is carried out by the plant operators di-
rectly in the remote mode and only at the command of the power system dispatchers. The execution of 
such a command, first of all, entails the occurrence of nonlinear dynamic processes, including oscilla-
tory ones in process equipment. The operator must simultaneously ensure the control of changing neu-
tron-physical properties in the core space and the compliance of the process parameters of the power 
plant, with the current power generation. 

Regardless of the method of core power control, oscillations always occur due to the spatial re-
distribution of the neutron flux. Within the framework of the automatic control theory, the modeling of 
the system and the control object is built on the base of differential models. The transfer functions (or 
their analogues) for the models used, the structure and parameters of control systems are determined. 
There are various models describing the processes inside the reactor. They can be described, for ex-
ample, using ordinary differential equations [3], or using models based on fractional order differential 
equations [4]. The level of development of computer technology, which is approved for the control of 
a nuclear reactor, does not allow real-time calculations based on such models. As a result, there is no 
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possibility of organizing automatic control of the change in the power of the core during the transition 
from one state to another. 

It should be noted the proposed in some cases options for possible automatic control systems 
based on simplified models [5]. However, traditionally in operational practice, for each campaign, op-
erators are provided with nomograms, which present the values of the amplitudes of oscillations in 
changing reactivity. They display the dependence of the change in reactivity on the effective burnup 
time of nuclear fuel, the current power of the core and the increase or decrease in the level of power 
change. Nomograms about the properties of the core are built on the basis of the results of a prelimi-
nary solution by numerical methods of the complete system of nonlinear differential equations of the 
model of in-reactor processes. A contradictory situation arises. On the one hand, there is a complete 
system of differential equations and the results of its solution (in particular, displayed in the form of 
nomograms). On the other hand, automatic control systems are built on the basis of a simplified mod-
el, or control is carried out manually based on pre-calculated nomograms. 

In a number of studies, it was proposed to use an approximation model of the process. The ap-
proximation and simplified models have a difference. A simplified model is based on ranking the in-
fluencing factors and discarding, according to the researcher, the least significant ones. The subjective 
factor has a significant influence. Important information may be missing. The approximation model is 
built on the basis of the results of calculations for the complete model [6]. In this case, no information 
is discarded. The model is built on the basis of formal transformations in such a way that the calcula-
tion results at a certain time interval coincide or are close to the calculation results when using the 
complete model. In this case, the approximation model consists of a set of linear ordinary differential 
equations of the first order or, respectively, of an ordinary linear differential equation of the corre-
sponding order. The order of the equation can be selected. The limiting property of this method in the 
form [7] is the use of a single response of the system to an external impact. In other words, a model 
constructed in this way can approximate a process that depends on changing only one argument, such 
as time. At the same time, nomograms of changes in the amplitude of reactivity will be built depend-
ing on two parameters: time and degree of change (leap) in the load. Thus, it is of interest to compare 
models of an ACS with a complete physical and mathematical model and an approximation one. 

3. Research aim and objectives 
The aim of the study is to analyze the results of changing the controlled parameters of the auto-

mated power control system of a nuclear power unit in a dynamic mode, the model of which contains 
an approximation or physical and mathematical model of changing parameters by comparing the con-
trol results when changing static control programs. 

To achieve this goal, the following tasks were set: 
– to analyze the current state of operation of the automated power control systems of a nuclear 

power unit in various static control programs; 
– to study the models of the ACS at the change of control parameters, when the properties are 

calculated on the basis of: a 3-dimensional mathematical model of a nuclear reactor of the PWR type, 
that includes the distribution of the active zone on an elementary cell and an approximation model that 
will correspond to the results of solving a system of nonlinear differential equations, which calculates 
the properties of the core. 

4. The main part 
4.1 The current state of operation of the ACS for the power of a nuclear power unit in vari-

ous static control programs 
Power units with PWR reactors are double-circuit, so the energy from the reactor to the turbogenera-

tor is transferred using two working fluids: the primary coolant and steam. The interface between the cir-
cuits is the steam generator in which saturated steam is generated. The imbalance between the generated 
and consumed energy is manifested in a change in the parameters of the working fluids, namely, in oscilla-
tions in the steam pressure before the turbine and in the temperature of the primary coolant. For such power 
units, the nature of the change in the parameters of the working media in the primary and secondary circuits 
(pressure, temperature, flow rate) with a change in power in static operating modes is important. This de-
pendency is called a control program. The choice of a static control program depends on many factors, in-
cluding the mode of use of the power unit in the power system. 

A feature of the operation of a nuclear power unit with a PWR is the search for a compromise 
when choosing the parameters of process variables. On the one hand, in order to be able to change the 
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power of the power unit, it is necessary to have a margin of steam pressure at low power unit opera-
tion. As the power increases, the steam pressure before the turbine decreases and reaches the nominal 
value at maximum power [8]. This mode is favorable for the primary circuit, as it provides stable tem-
perature conditions for its equipment. On the other hand, such a mode is not economical, since the 
thermal efficiency of the cycle remains low at all powers. This is explained by the fact that the steam 
pressure before the turbine is low at rated power, and at reduced powers the steam pressure, although 
high, is throttled in the turbine control valves. In addition, the dependence of the steam saturation tem-
perature on pressure leads to the temperature feedback that affects the coolant temperature at the reac-
tor inlet. It is a disturbing action, because there is a so-called temperature coefficient of reactivity [9]. 

Another control method is to stabilize the steam pressure in the secondary circuit [10]. Obvious-
ly, this is favorable for the equipment of the secondary circuit. However, the desire to stabilize the 
steam pressure and, consequently, the saturation temperature of the steam in the secondary circuit 
leads to the fact that the coolant temperature at the reactor inlet changes to a lesser extent, but with an 
increase in power, the average temperature of the primary coolant increases significantly. A significant 
change in the average temperature limits the maneuverability of the power unit and complicates the 
operation of the automatic pressure control system in the volume compensator. 

Currently, power units are operated according to a combined-compromise program, according to 
which, depending on the power, one or another mode of maintaining process parameters is selected 
[11]. These programs are shown on Fig. 1. Vertical lines located at the power level of 80 % indicate 
transitions from one control program to another when they are switched. 
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Fig. 1. Characteristics of a nuclear power unit with a pressurized water reactor: a – when switching Тav = const 
and Тin = const; b – when switching Тav = const and Р2 = const; c – when switching Тin = const and Р2 = const;  

1 – temperature of coolant at the core outlet, tout; 2 – average temperature of coolant in the core, tav;  
3 – temperature of coolant at the core inlet, tin 

Numerous studies show that the operation of nuclear power units with pressurized water reactors 
is possible if certain measures are taken to improve the reliability of fuel claddings [12] and reduce the 
operator’s involvement in operational actions during power maneuvering [13]. 

One of these measures is the improvement of the automatic power controller (APC) of the power 
unit. One of the tasks of a regular APC is to maintain the set process parameters in accordance with 
the selected control program. A number of works [14] are also devoted to the improvement of the con-
troller. It has been shown [15] that for reliable operation of a nuclear power plant, the APC must take 
into account the nonlinear properties of the core. Various controller schemes have been investigated, 
including cascaded, fuzzy, and adaptive ones. The PI control law unites all these schemes. This is ex-
plained by the requirement of the NPP operation regulations for the reliability of control algorithms. 
The PI control law cannot take into account changes in the properties of the control object, therefore, 
when the operating modes of the power unit change, it is necessary to adjust the settings of the power 
controller. 
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The problem of adjusting the controller settings is the complexity of calculating the mathematical 
model of the control object for predicting its behavior. It is impossible to apply such an approach to 
correct the settings of the regulators, since the calculation of the complete mathematical model on 
standard NPP computers takes about 20 hours. Therefore, during the operation of the power unit, 
nomograms are calculated in advance to calculate both the settings of the regulators and the values of 
the process parameters that must be maintained in a given mode of operation of the power unit. This 
approach is fraught with errors when performing functional switching. 

The way out of this situation was the development of such a mathematical model that, on the one 
hand, adequately describes the nonlinear properties of the core. On the other hand, the calculation ac-
cording to this model is performed fast enough to be used for real-time recalculation of the controller 
parameters. Such a model was developed and studied in [16]. 

Simulation modeling showed an increase in the quality of transient control processes during daily and 
weekly power unit maneuvering. However, the simulations were carried out for one control program. 

As shown in a number of works [17], for reliable operation of fuel elements during the operation 
of a nuclear power plant, it is necessary to switch from one static control program to another. This im-
proves the operating conditions of fuel elements, but worsens the quality of transient processes for 
regulating the main process parameters of the power unit. 

This work is devoted to the verification of the approximation model and the study of the modern-
ized control system when switching control programs. 

4.2 Study of ACS models with a change in control parameters 
The simulation model performed in this work is based on the mathematical model of NPP with 

pressurized water reactor, presented in [18], and its adequacy was confirmed and compared with the 
experimental data of the South Ukraine NPP in [19, 20]. The difference between calculations and ex-
perimental data is 1 %. Where the total error was the error of the original data and the calculated error 
of the numerical methods. 

Mathematical models of control sections of a nuclear power unit are presented in the form of spe-
cialized software and are regulated by norms and standards [21]. The simplest linearized mathematical 
models are used to regulate local controllers. The most sophisticated software is used to calculate the 
neutronic properties of the reactor core. Even such a model is a system of non-linear differential equa-
tions. Its calculations are used to predict the state of the reactor and at the same time take into account 
the entire history of the operation of the current nuclear fuel campaign [22]. To control a nuclear reac-
tor, the operator uses special nomograms, which are designed according to preliminary calculations 
using a mathematical model and regulations that indicate the procedure depending on the values of 
process parameters. However, even with the use of nomograms and regulations, the operator can still 
make a mistake. In this study, a model [23] was assembled, which included the developed approxima-
tion model that describes the change in reactivity under the influence of xenon poisoning depending 
on the magnitude of the disturbance. 

The approximation model of a nuclear power unit was based on mathematical models of a nucle-
ar reactor [24] and technical equipment of the secondary circuit [25]. As a control object for a nuclear 
power unit, a simulation model of the following type is presented: 
 , ,

SCV , , , Bor e , , ,hc,out , ,av stcontrol object physical ( ; ; ; ) AO; ; ; ;y x z
y x z r y x z r r wh h C N Q t t Pδ δ δ = δ δ .  

This simulation model is shown in Fig. 2 and additionally includes: 
– Steam generator model: 

 sg,hc,in sg,hc,out sg,hc,out s( ( ); ( )) ( ); ( )SG t G t Pτ τ = τ τ ;  

– Delay model for the movement of coolant circulating in pipelines from the reactor to the steam 
generator and then moving in the opposite direction: 
 sg,hc,in ,hc,out ,hc,in sg,hc,in( ( ); ( )) ( ); ( )r rPL t t t tτ τ = τ τ ;   

– Turbine generator model: 
 st e s( ( ); ) ( ); ( )tTG P N G Nτ = τ τ .  

As a representation of intrinsic feedbacks in the control object, a part of the object is represented 
as interrelated functions. Where , , , ,( )y x z y x zfΦ = δρ  is a function of the dependence of the change in 
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the density of the neutron flux on the change in the total reactivity. , ,
, , , ,( , )y x z

y x z y x z fQ f tδ = δΦ  is a 
function of the dependence of the change in energy release on the density of the neutron flux and the 
temperature of the fuel. A function indicating the dependence of the change in the average temperature 
of the coolant of the primary circuit on the change in energy release and the temperature of the coolant 
of the primary circuit at the inlet to the nuclear reactor: ,hc,avr , , ,hc,in( , )r y x z rt f Q tδ = δ . The function of the 
dependence of the change in the temperature of the coolant of the primary circuit at the reactor outlet 
on the change in energy release and the temperature of the coolant of the primary circuit at the reactor 
inlet: ,hc,out , , ,hc,in( , )r y x z rt f Q tδ = δ . The function of the dependence of the fuel temperature change on 
the change in the energy release and the temperature of the coolant of the primary circuit at the reactor 
inlet: , , , , ,hc,in( , )y x z y x z rt f Q tδ = δ . The function of the dependence of the change in reactivity in case of 
poisoning of the core with xenon Xe on the change in the neutron flux density: , , ,Xe , ,( )y x z y x zfδρ = δΦ . 
The function of dependence of reactivity change on energy release change: , , ,N , ,( )y x z y x zf Qδρ = δ . The 
function of the dependence of the reactivity change on the change in the average coolant temperature: 

, , , ,hc,avr( )y x z t rf tδρ = δ . The function of the dependence of the reactivity change on the change in the 

concentration of boric acid in the coolant of the primary circuit: , , , ,
Bor Bor( )y x z y x zf Cδρ = δ . The dependence 

function of the reactivity change introduced by the regulatory group of regulatory authorities: 
, , , , , ,( )y x z r y x z rf tδρ = δ . 

 

 

 
 

 

, , , ,( )y x z y x zQ fδ = δΦ  Φy,x,z=f(δρy,x,z) 
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Fig. 2. Simulation model of a nuclear power unit [22] 

The simulation model of a nuclear power unit (Fig. 3) has the following notation: , ,y x z
rhδ  – devia-

tion of the position of the control rods; , ,
Bor
y x zCδ  – deviation of the concentration of boric acid in the cool-

ant; Ne – electrical power of the equipment; AO – axial offset; ,hc,outrt  – temperature of the coolant of the 
primary circuit at the nuclear reactor outlet; ,hc,inrt  – temperature of the coolant of the primary circuit at 
the nuclear reactor inlet; ,hc,avrrt  – average temperature of the coolant of the primary circuit; sP  – saturat-
ed steam pressure at the steam turbine inlet; sg,hc,int  – temperature of the coolant of the primary circuit at 
the steam generator inlet; sG  – steam consumption; sg,hc,outt  – temperature of the coolant of the primary 
circuit at the steam generator outlet; i – value of the required parameter for the design group; , ,y x zQ  – 

energy release in the core fuel cell; , ,
hc,out
y x zt  – temperature of the coolant of the primary circuit at the core 

fuel cell outlet; δhSCV – deviation of the position of the stop and control valve.  
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By calculating the complete mathematical model: 

 , ,
SCV , , , Bor e , , ,hc,out , ,av scontrol object physical ( ; ; ; ) AO; ; ; ;y x z

y x z r y x z r r wh h C N Q t t Pδ δ δ = δ δ .  

control model 
approximation

δρ=f(δΦ, δQ(N), 
δtw , Teff)

δρi,b=f(δCi,b)

δρi,r=f(δhi,r)

Φi=f(δρi) δQi=f(δΦi)

δti,w,av=f(δQi,ti,w,in)

δti,w,out=f(δQi,ti,w,in)

δti,f =f(δQi,ti,w,in)
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Fig. 3. Approximation model of a nuclear power unit 

We get the values , , ,N , ,( )y x z y x zf Qδρ = δ , , , ,Xe , ,( )y x z y x zfδρ = δΦ  and , , , ,( )y x z y x zfΦ = δρ , which 
describe the state of the reactor core at a stationary power level and minimum error [26, 27]. In turn, 
these values cannot be used in operationalcontrol during power maneuvering, since a lot of time is re-
quired for calculations. The approximation model was used to solve this problem: 

 SCV , , ,
, , ,hc,out , ,av s, ,

Bor e

; ;
control object approximation AO; ; ; ;

;
y x z r

y x z r r wy x z

h h
Q t t P

C N
δ δ 

= δ δ δ 
.  

Since it is impossible to measure the change in reactivity caused by a change in the xenon con-
centration in a working reactor, an automated control system for the energy release of a nuclear power 
unit is synthesized, taking into account internal disturbances caused by xenon oscillations. 

To ensure a stable state of operation of the reactor of a nuclear power unit, it is necessary to 
maintain a constant value of AO and simultaneously control the change in the power density field. To 
do this, the ACS has three control loops [28]: the 1st one maintains the set value or changes (at the 
operator’s instruction) the reactor power by controlling boric acid in the coolant of the primary circuit; 
the 2nd one maintains the value of the AO due to the position of the control rods of the control and 
protection system; the 3rd one maintains the value of the set process parameter (temperature or pres-
sure) of the coolant of the secondary circuit by controlling the position of the control valves of the tur-
bogenerator. 

It is not possible to directly measure the change in reactivity caused by a change in the xenon 
concentration in the operating reactor. Therefore, an automated control system for the energy release 
of a nuclear power unit is being synthesized, which takes into account internal disturbances due to the 
occurrence of “xenon oscillations”. 

There are a number of limitations in the power regulator of operation algorithm: 
– to obtain the “iodine pit” effect, the concentration of boric acid must remain unchanged when 

the power is reduced, that is, the regulator must not respond to power changes; 
– when the power unit returns to maximum power, the concentration of boric acid must differ 

from the initial value that was before the maneuver. This is necessary to compensate for the change in 
135Xe and 135I concentrations caused by the maneuver; 

– during the operation of controllers, operator participation is not required. 
Therefore, a cascade control scheme was adopted. The internal controller maintains the set value 

of the boric acid concentration, the external (corrective) sets the concentration value depending on the 
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power of the nuclear power unit. In this case, the corrective controller takes into account the change in 
the properties of the reactor core caused by the load value.  

Figure 4 shows a block diagram of an automatic power change control system for a nuclear pow-
er unit. 
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Ne 
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Ds 

tin 

tav 

CB 

hSUZ 
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CTP 
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CN 

ZN 
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Control obiect 

 
Fig. 4. Structural diagram of the automatic control system for power change of a nuclear power plant 

The following designations are used in the figure: 
AO – axial offset; 
Ne – electric power; 
Ds – steam flow rate; 
CB – concentration of boric acid; 
tin – temperature of coolant at the reactor inlet; 
tav – average temperature of the primary coolant; 
Ps – steam pressure. 
CAO, CN, CBor, CTP – axial offset, power, boric acid 

concentration and process parameter controllers, respec-
tively; 

ZAO, ZN, ZTP – set values of axial offset, power and 
process parameter, respectively; 

hSUZ, hBor, hCV – positions of the control and protec-
tion system, boric acid inlet valve and turbine control 
valves, respectively. 

The corrective power controller CN is synthesized on the basis of a standard PI control law (Fig. 5). 
The specified and current values of electric power are fed to the controller input, on the basis of which 
the value of the control action is calculated. This control action is applied as input to the boric acid 
concentration controller CBor. The main difference of the CN power controller is the adjustment of the 
kP and T1 settings. To do this, based on the signals about the effective time of fuel operation (Teff), the 
value and sign of the change in electric power in the Adapt block, the kP and T1 settings are calculated. 
The calculation is based on the method of obtaining transfer functions, described in [29]. 

After determining the settings of the CN and CBor controllers, simulation modeling of the automat-
ic power control system of the NPP power unit was carried out. 

5. Research results 
Figures 6 – 11 show a comparison of changes in process parameters (coolant temperature at the 

reactor core inlet – tin, average coolant temperature – tav, steam pressure in the secondary circuit – p2 
and axial offset – AO) during bumpless switching [30] of control programs (blue), when using an ap-
proximation model (orange), and during direct and reverse switching. 

The results showed that with shockless switching of control programs, the coolant temperature at 
the core inlet changed by 5 relative units per 100 s with direct switching, and by 4 relative units with 
reverse switching, the control time of which was 115 s. When using the approximation model, the 
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Fig. 5. Structure of the corrective  

controller CN 
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temperature of the coolant at the inlet to the reactor core changed by 6 relative units in 130 s with di-
rect switching and by 5 relative units with reverse switching, and the control time was 120 s. 

The results showed that with shockless switching of programs, the maximum deviation of steam 
pressure with direct switching of programs was 0.45 relative units and 0.3 relative units – with the re-
verse. The transition process time in both cases was 100 s. When using the approximation model, the 
deviation of the steam pressure in the secondary circuit is 0.45 relative units for 70 seconds with direct 
switching and 0.4 relative units for 97 seconds with reverse switching of control programs. 
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Fig. 7. Response of axial offset (AO) to direct 
switching of power control programs in the case of 
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Fig. 9. Response of axial offset (AO) to reverse 
switching of power control programs in the case of 

2 hc,avrp t−  
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Fig. 10. Response of axial offset (AO) to reverse 
switching of power control programs in the case  

of hc,in hc,avrt t−  

Fig. 11. Response of axial offset (AO) to reverse 
switching of power control programs in the case  

of 2 hc,inp t−  

The value of the axial offset in the shockless switching mode shows the maximum deviation of 
the axial offset (AO) of 0.015 % for direct switching and 0.027 % for reverse switching, and the con-
trol time is 245 seconds for direct switching and 295 seconds for reverse switching. When using an 
approximation model, the maximum deviation of the axial offset is 0.014 % for 240 s for direct 
switching and 0.024 % for 300 s for reverse switching. 
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6. Conclusions 
1. A study was considered of switching static control programs according to such process param-

eters as the temperature of the coolant at the inlet to the reactor core, the average temperature of the 
coolant and the steam pressure in the secondary circuit. The following combinations were applied: 
from hc,avr constt =  to hc,in constt = ; from hc,in constt =  to hc,avr constt = ; from hc,avr constt =  to 

2 constp = ; from 2 constp =  to hc,avr constt = ; from hc,in constt =  to 2 constp = ; from 2 constp =  to 

hc,in constt =  when the reactor power is reduced to 80 % during the operation of one control program 
and the power is increased to 100 % during the operation of another static program. 

2. Controllers with smooth switching of control modes are used, with the help of which a sharp 
jump is eliminated in the simulation by adding additional feedback. The feedback of each of the con-
trollers eliminates the regulation error, which makes it possible to obtain a response to switching pro-
grams in the range of permissible deviations. 
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